What are our Cornish Rivers like?

Read pupils What am I? Challenge pupils to answer the riddle. Ask whether anyone knows the names of any Cornish rivers. Divide the class into small groups. Cut up and give out the ‘words’ in the left hand column of River Name Anagrams (don’t give out the answers yet!). Challenge groups to come up with plausible names for Cornish Rivers using the jumbled letters, group whiteboard and pens. Perhaps allow pupils to use a map to search for the correct names. 

Explain that most Cornish rivers have very old names derived from the Cornish language. Some have names derived from old English. Distribute the ‘probable meaning’ slips to groups and explain that the meanings suggested are ‘probable’ but certainly not ‘definitive’.

To enjoy a bit of chaos in the classroom allow free for all ‘trading’ as groups try to discover and obtain the correct meaning slip to go with each river name. Eventually, display the answers one-by-one and see how close groups got to the various solutions. As a class find each river on a map or online mapping facility such as Google Earth. 

Split the class into groups, giving each group the name of a different river; ie the River Helford, Tamar, Lynher, Fal, Fowey or Ottery. Give each group a resource about their allocated river; What is the Helford River?, Tamar Myth, Lynher Factfile, Fal Maps, Fowey Photos, Ottery Wildlife.  Ask each group to choose five words that describe their group’s river. Bring the groups together to share and compare their words.  Ask each group to share the resource that they were given with the rest of the class. Ask pupils; Did the resource give you enough information about the river? Was one source of information better than the others? Why? 

Challenge pupils to investigate their local river and create a ferry trip commentary to communicate their findings. Work with the class to develop some investigation questions and plan the investigation with pupils accordingly.

What shape is our river?

Ask pupils; does the river come from somewhere? If so where does it start? Where does the water come from? Does it end? Where does the river go? Discuss as a class how they might find out the answers to their questions. Use Aerial Photographs to help pupils identify the key features of rivers using a different river as an example. Draw on pupil ideas to create an initial list of key words that are used when talking about rivers eg source, mouth, bed, bank. Using a map or online facility like Google Earth ask pupils to label the different parts of their river. Encourage pupils to feedback their findings. Ask pupils; what have you discovered about the river? Did the map/aerial photograph tell you different things? How is the river different to other rivers in Cornwall? Explain to pupils that many Cornish Rivers are known as drowned river valleys (or ‘Ria’). Ask pupils; is our river a drowned river valley? How can we tell? Which other Cornish rivers are drowned river valleys?

For homework challenge pupils to find out about a river somewhere else in the world (eg Amazon) and identify 3 similarities and 3 differences with their river. Encourage pupils to share their research with a listening partner to check accuracy and relevance before sharing with the rest of the class.

Use Myth Making, Tamara Storyboard, Myth Maker’s Toolkit and Tamar Myth to help pupils plan and create a myth about how the river that they are investigating got its shape. 

Look at an Ordnance Survey map and Fal Maps. Ask pupils; how and why are the maps different? Who are they for? Challenge pupils to create their own map of their river using Mapping Activities. 

Take the class on a trip down the river on a ferry or using an outdoor activity eg canoeing to support their mapping task.

How does our river flow?

Use Water Cycle Activity, Water Cycle Diagram, Explanation Toolkit, Technical Vocabulary, Causal Connectives and Water Cycle to help pupils explain how the water cycle works. 

Visit Falmouth Maritime Museum for Moon and Tides workshop.

Read and show pupils Ages of a River.  Ask pupils; what does the extract tell us about how rivers flow?

Use River Poems, River Words, River Fal Shape Poem and River Shape Poem to help pupils create a poem about their river. 

If your school has a stream or river nearby, play Pooh sticks using River Flow. 

Where can we cross our river?

Ask pairs of pupil to come up with 3 ways of crossing a river. Mark up a river area in an open space and challenge pupils to cross the ‘river’ without getting wet. Give pupils a selection of ‘stepping stones’, ropes, planks etc

Read pupils River Crossings and show them Ferries. Play pupils Ferries. Ask pupils; what are the good things about travelling by ferry? Are there any bad points?  and

Play pupils Bridge Across the River and teach pupils the song words using Bridge Across the Tamar –make up some appropriate actions! 

Ask pupils; did the songwriter like the Tamar Bridge? Why? On which side of the Tamar is the song supposed to be sung? How do they feel about crossing the Tamar?

Read pupils Tamar Boundary and ask pupils; is the Tamar an important river? Why? Read pupils Bridge on Wool. Use Bridge Building, Cornish Bridges and Bridge Types to challenge pupils to become bridge engineers; identify appropriate bridge designs for different locations.

Select a location on your river with no existing crossing. Ask pupils to choose and draw a crossing method and design that would suit the site. Construct models from the designs.

Use Crossing Drama and A to B to help pupils devise a dramatic scene set on a ferry or bridge.

What lives in and around our river?

Look at the Ordnance Survey map or use the infomapper aerial photograph function to view your river and adjacent land. Give pupils the pictures and labels from Habitats. Ask pupils to match the correct pictures and labels. Challenge pupils to create a display of the different types of habitats in and around their river. 

Show pupils Rock-pool Ramble and discuss with the class why it is important to return species safely to their habitats.

Enjoy Seaquest for Kids the workshop provided by Cornwall Wildlife Trust.

On the beach or back in the classroom challenge pupils to create an interactive shoreline role play as a class using Species Sorting, Species Cards and Species Selection.

In the light of their learning from the sorting task ask groups of pupils to create a physical diagram of a food chain.

How does our river wildlife adapt to changes?

Take pupils bird watching out into the school grounds. Encourage pupils to identify suitable place to watch for birds and wait quietly, with binoculars if possible. Help pupils to identify birds drawing descriptions of birds from them.

Back in the classroom ask pupils; do the birds we have seen live on and around our river? Why not? How might the birds on the river differ from the ones we have seen? Why?

Show pupils Beak Shapes and Bird Beaks then challenge pupils to match the beaks with the appropriate labels cut out from Bird Bills. 

Give pupils access to card/ paper and challenge them to design/make a beak for a bird that lives on or near the river.  Ask pupils to show their bird beak to the class and explain why the beak is suitable for a bird by the river eg finding/catching food.

Listen to Mystery Sounds with the class. Use Mystery Species to help pupils create their own species perfectly adapted to a specific habitat along your river.

Who uses our river and why?

Ask pupils; what do you use the river for?

Challenge pupils to devise a dance to illustrate one of the uses of the river. Choose accompanying music for the dance like Neidga by Dalla. Use Swimming Dance to help pupils devise their dance and create a film of their work or perform their dance for others. Watch Exemplar Swimming Dance to help pupils make decisions about editing their footage.

Ask pupils; What other things do people use the river for?

Show pupils Using the River.

Show pupils Oyster Fishing and watch Oyster Fisherman.

Challenge pupils to find out about someone who works/lives on/around the river and invite them in to talk about the river and how they use/see it. Encourage the class to plan interview questions to ask their visitor before their visit.

After the visit ask pupils; would you like to work on/ live on the river? Why? Why not? 

How is our river changing?

Show pupils Changing Fal. Ask pupils why do you think the shape of a river might change? 

Read pupils Granny Rowse from Tywardreath.

Use Erosion Experiment to help pupils find out how the landscape is shaped by water.

Show pupils Wheal Jane. 

Ask pupils; apart from changing shape, how else might a river change?

Show pupils Park and Float Ferry and Pollution? 

Ask pupils; what might be the causes of change in the past? How might the river change in the future? Why?  

In the light of the changes seen by Granny Rowse and the images that they have seen, ask pupils to take on the role of river inspectors; reporting on one key change/threat to the river and making one prediction for its future. Help pupils to produce their own report on changes to their river using Report, Pollution Report, Newspaper Reports, Interested Parties and News Report Toolkit.

For homework ask the class to find out if there are any initiatives in the locality to manage the environment or to think about ways in which they could look after their river. Collect pupil findings. Invite a member of a environmental group to talk to the class about the things that they can do to help protect the environment eg Wildlife Trust, Surfers Against Sewage etc

How can we tell others about our river?

Reset the challenge to pupils to devise a new and improved commentary for the ferry to guide people down/up the river. 

Work with pupils to create a brief and toolkit for their piece of individual/group work using Ferry Commentary, Real Ferry Commentary, Commentary Checklist and River Tamar- A Great River? Show pupils Exemplar Ferry Commentary to support their work if required.

Encourage pupils to draw on their learning through the unit to include sensory info from trips, images etc collected on the ferry journey and map work to create their own ferry commentary.

Invite parents and friends and/ or another class to watch and listen to the virtual ferry trips devised by pupils.

