Wreck and Rescue

How can we find out about wreck and rescue around the Cornish coast?


Collaborative Curriculum

KS1

Introduction

About the unit

This unit links important events beyond living memory with a famous person; Henry Trengrouse, inventor of the rocket lifeline, breeches buoy and cork life jacket. Pupils develop their sense of chronology and consider why shipwrecks happen; how people have developed means of rescue and the different ways wreck and rescue are represented. They design and make models of rescue inventions and perform a demonstration of the working rescue equipment against a backdrop of dramatic rescue scenes and eyewitness accounts. 

Where the unit fits in 

Subject Area

Breadth of study

DT
Design and Making
DT Investigating and developing ideas


Target Focus
Evaluating- processes, products

English
Speaking
8c describing events and experiences


Drama
11a working in role



11b presenting drama and stories

History

6c the lives of significant people, e.g. Henry Trengrouse, drawn from the history of Britain and the wider world

ICT

5a working with a range of information to investigate the different ways it can be presented

Geography

Opportunities to link to 6a the locality of the school or 7a study at a local scale

Maths

1d estimating, drawing and measuring in a range of practical contexts



1f exploring and using a range of resources and materials, including ICT

Science

1a a range of domestic and environmental contexts that are familiar to them



1c using a range of sources of information and data, including ICT-based sources

Prior learning

It is helpful if the children have:

• experience of recalling stories about the past

• sequenced events on a time line

• used pictures to find out about the past

Vocabulary

In this unit, children will have opportunities to use words associated with:

• the coast: cliff, rocks, harbour, port, jetty, quay

• storms: wind, tide, race, currents, waves, rain

• rescue: life jacket, signal, maroon, rocket, salvage

• the passing of time: first, next, then, after that, finally, long ago, last century, past, now

• sources: eyewitness, diary, newspaper report, painting, photograph, sketch, remains
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Resources

Texts

T01 Cornish Timeline

T02 Wreck of the ‘Mohegan’ 

T03 Wreck of the ‘Cita’ 

T04 Wreck of the ‘Bencoolen’

T05 ‘Heads and Tails’ 

T06 Wreck of ‘HMS Anson’ 

T07 Anson Eyewitness

T08 Trengrouse and the Anson 

T09 Trengrouse’s Life and Works 

T10 Invention Labels 

T11 Rescue from the ‘Concenzione’ 

T12 Wreck and Rescue Workshop

Pictures

P01 Map of the Cornish Coast

P02a Wreck of the Mohegan

P02b Wreck of the Cita

P02c Wreck of the Bencoolen

P03 Mohegan's Wrong Course

P04a-b Shipwreck Consequences

P05 Anson

P06 Trengrouse Portrait

P07 Anson Painting

P08a-f Inventions

P09 Rocket Apparatus Tools 

P10 ‘Crystal Spring’ Rescue 

P11 Rocket Rescue 

P12a- At Sea

P13 RNLI

P14 Model Rescue 

P15 Teddy Rescue

P16 Trengrouse Memorial
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Opportunities for learning include:
Possible teaching activities
Learning outcomes: children
Points to note

· Hist1a place events, people and changes into correct periods of time

· Hist1b use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time 

· Geog2c to use atlases and globes and maps and plans at a range of scales


Where and when have shipwrecks happened around the Cornish coast?

Create a wall display featuring a large map of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly like P01 Map of the Cornish Coast. Help pupils to locate and mark their school on the map. Show pupils P02a-c Wrecks and ask for a volunteer to hold each picture up against the map in turn and find out where on the map it belongs e.g. Mohegan-Manacles/Lizard, Cita-Scilly and Bencoolen-Bude. Give hotter and colder signals until the volunteer finds the exact spot and help them to mark the site of the wreck on the map. Print T01 Cornish Timeline and help pupils to arrange the time line sections in sequence. Ask for a volunteer to hold each picture up against the timeline. Reveal the dates that the wrecks e.g. Mohegan-1898, Cita-1997 and Bencoolen-1862 occurred to some pupils and encourage pupils to give hotter and colder signals until the volunteer finds the exact date of the wreck on the time line. Help pupils to mark the date of the wreck on the time line. Ask pupils to find out from parents/grandparents whether there are any memorials to wrecks in the area and if they have stories or pictures of shipwrecks in the locality. Help pupils to add their findings to the class time line or map display.


· locate wreck site on a large display map

· participate in locating a wreck event on a time line


· Hist4b to ask and answer questions about the past

· En1.2a sustain concentration

· En1.2b remember specific points that interest them


What happens when ships are wrecked?

Look at the wreck display with the class. Ask pupils; what happened to the ships? Were the wrecks caused by different things? Read T02 Mohegan, T03 Cita and T04 Bencoolen to the class and ask questions to check how much pupils have understood. Show pupils P03 Mohegan's Wrong Course and ask pupils; why did the Mohegan hit the Manacles? Show pupils P04a-b Shipwreck Consequences. Cut up T05 Heads and Tails into a set of cards and challenge pupils to match the ‘heads’ and ‘tails’ of sentences about shipwrecks. Collect pupil ideas before revealing the correct answers.


· match heads and tails sentences about shipwrecks




· Hist4a how to find out about the past from a range of sources of information

· En1.1c organise what they say

· En 1.1d focus on the main points

· En1.1e include relevant detail


What is an eyewitness?

Choose an event from the recent past e.g. a school fete or community celebration. Ask pupils; how could we find out what happened at the event? Collect pupil ideas. Show pupils some sources e.g. a photograph of the event, a drawing of the event, a programme, invitation or article. Reveal that an eyewitness is also an important source of information. Ask pupils; were any of you eyewitnesses at this event? Help pupils to create a list of as many ways to find out about the past as you can think of e.g. photos, paintings, books, eyewitness. Challenge pupils to share their own eyewitness account of the event (or another event) with a partner e.g. a football match, a carnival, a school assembly, a family outing. Ask pupils; what kinds of things can an eyewitness tell us about what happened? Encourage pupils to review the wreck stories and pictures that they have heard and seen so far. Ask pupils; were the pictures and accounts made by eyewitnesses (people who were actually there) or were they written or drawn by people afterwards? 
· participate in creating a class list of sources that help us to find out about the past

· recount their own eyewitness accounts to a partner


· En1.4a use language and actions to explore and convey situations, characters and emotions

· En 1.4b create and sustain roles individually and when working with others

· Geog2d use secondary sources of information

· Geog3a identify and describe what places are like


What happened to the HMS Anson?

Go to a local beach or outside space (if possible). Tell (try not to read) the story of T06 Wreck of H.M.S. Anson. Show P05 Anson to the class. Ask pupils; was this painted by an eyewitness or by someone who heard about it later?  If you had been there what might you have seen and heard e.g. people on the boat; on the shore; the state of the sails; the position of the ship?

Build a ‘tableau’  with pupils physically representing the scene e.g. the boat, the waves, the people (outdoors if possible). Animate the tableau and freeze it at intervals. Whilst the tableau is frozen interview ‘eye witnesses’ about what they saw, encouraging pupils to draw on different elements when giving their accounts e.g. size and sound of the waves, feel of the spray. Read T07 Anson Eyewitness to the class and ask pupils; what was he trying to do? What did Mr Foxwell feel? Ask pupils to imagine that they, like Mr Foxwell witnesses the wreck. Collect contributions ‘circle time’ style by asking pupils to complete the sentence “I remember seeing…”

Help pupils to locate the wreck of the Anson on the class time line and mark it on the map display. 


· participate in building a class tableau of the wreck of the Anson

· deliver their own imagined 'eyewitness accounts' of events


· Hist2a recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result


What did Henry Trengrouse do?

Show the class P06 Trengrouse Portrait. Explain to pupils that he was a witness to the wreck of the Anson. Read T08 Trengrouse and the Anson to the class.  In threes, ask one pupil to be at sea and challenge the other two pupils to mime attempting a rescue method of their choice e.g. rowing boats, swimming carrying a rope. Ask pupils; why did Trengrouse not use a helicopter? What could he have done to help the people? Show pupils P07 Anson Drawing, drawn by Trengrouse to show how people could have been rescued. Use T09 Trengrouse’s Life and Works to tell the class about his work, experiments and importance. Split the class into small groups. Take the class to visit Helston Folk Museum to see the artefacts. Cut up T10 Invention Labels and give each class a set of labels and P08 Inventions. Challenge groups to match the labels to the correct pictures. Collect pupil ideas and reveal the correct matches. Read T11 ‘Concezione’ Rescue to the class and show the pupils P09 Rocket Apparatus Tools and P10 ‘Crystal Spring’ Rescue of a rocket firing. Give out P11 Rocket Rescue and challenge pupils to sequence the events from a wreck to rescue using the rocket apparatus.  Collect pupil ideas before revealing the correct sequence. 


· participate in a mime of a rescue of a class member

· visit a museum and examine historic artefacts

· match inventions to their descriptions

· sequence the events in a rocket rescue
To book a visit to Helston Folk Museum contact

Janet Spargo 

Tel: 01326 564027 



· Hist2b identify differences between ways of life at different times

· Geog4b recognise changes in physical  and human features


How is sea safety different today?

Take the class to the National Maritime Museum Cornwall to participate in T12a Wreck and Rescue Workshop. Whilst at the museum encourage pupils to look at and compare vessels from different times. Identify members of the class who have been on a ship, ferry or boat. Ask them if they can remember any features designed with safety in mind e.g. torches, lifejackets, flares, radio, radar, navigation lights, port lights. 

Ask pupils; how would people in the past know that a storm was coming? How do we know bad weather is coming? Why is the weather important for safety at sea? As a class, listen to a shipping weather forecast or check an online forecast and note the details. Take the class outside and ask; what is the weather like? What do you think it will be like tomorrow? Back in the classroom, deliver a 'broadcast' weather forecast for later that day, in character, in front of the map of Cornwall or the UK. Split the class into groups and challenge each group to devise a weather forecast for a different day of the week. Give each group chance to perform their own 'weather forecast' and film or record it where possible. Encourage pupils to check the actual weather each day to discover if the weather turned out as they, or the experts, predicted. Gather and record pupil findings and compare to their recorded forecasts.


· participate in a museum workshop

· make and check their own weather forecasts
To book NMMC workshops contact: stuartslade@nmmc.co.uk Tel; 01326 214 532



· Ma3.4c estimate, measure and weigh; choose and use simple measuring instruments, reading and interpreting numbers, and scales to the nearest labelled division

· Sc1.1h make simple comparisons

· Sc3.1c recognise and name common types of materials

· DT Investigating and developing ideas

· DT Evaluating- 

processes, products
How could we improve sea safety?

Back in the classroom show pupils P12 At Sea and ask pupils; which pictures are from long ago/recent times? How can you tell? What are they wearing? Show pupils 2 items of 'rescue' clothing, one from today and one from long ago and carry out a simple class experiment. Ask pupils; which of these items is better for rescue? What would a rescuer want in an item of clothing? Help pupils to weigh the items and record the measurements. Ask pupils; what will happen if they get wet?  Submerge the items and ask pupils; have they changed weight? Can you estimate how much it has changed? Help pupils to weigh and compare the weights of the items. Ask pupils; which item gained the most weight? Which item would you rather wear if you were rescuing someone? Why?  

Examine some modern clothes used for warmth and safety at sea e.g. life jacket, fleece, waterproofs. Ask pupils; what are the items made of? Challenge pupils to design and draw their own rescue outfit and label any special features. Show pupils P13 RNLI and encourage pupils to add extra features to their design e.g. whistles, lights and colour.  

Split the class into groups and give each group an item of clothing e.g. hat, gloves, trousers, coat and challenge each group to draw on their design ideas to modify the item to improve it for rescue use. Provide the class with a range of materials e.g. waterproof materials buttons, reflective items, plastic whistles or noise devices to help them improve the safety and visibility of the rescuer. Try on all the items of clothing and ask pupils; could I rescue someone in this? Could I be warm, dry, move freely? How could my outfit be improved? Invite a member of the RNLI or Coastguard to show their safety wear and equipment to the class and compare the clothing to pupil designs.
· contribute to a simple experiment to compare the qualities of rescue clothing

· design, draw and label their own rescue outfit
HM Coastguard, Falmouth (depending on staff availability) send response team personnel into schools to carry out 'playground rescues' and give talks on coastal safety. To find out more contact James Instance Tel: 01326 310802

· Hist5 select from their knowledge of history and communicate it in a variety of ways

· ICT3a how to share their ideas by presenting information in a variety of forms

· ICT3b to present their completed work effectively

· En1.1a speak with clear diction and appropriate intonation
How did we find out about wreck and rescue?

Help pupils to review all they have found out about shipwrecks and rescue and, importantly, how they found out about it e.g. from the stories, pictures, newspaper reports. Ask pupils; what kinds of information were learned from each source? Ask pupils; how could we let other people know about wreck and rescue round the Cornish coast? If you have visited a museum help children recall which exhibits they learned the most from and why. Show pupils P14 Model Rescue and ask pupils; is this a good exhibit? Why? Why not? Split the class into groups and provide pupils with a range of junk and simple making and joining material and equipment. Challenge each group to choose and make a model of one of Trengrouse's inventions like P15 Teddy Rescue or other rescue equipment to help them perform a rescue demonstration. Show pupils P16 Trengrouse Memorial and ask pupils; will we remember Henry Trengrouse in our demonstration? How will we show the improvements to sea safety that resulted from Trengrouse’s inventions? Give groups time to make their invention models. Help pupils to contribute to a class display of drawings of the rescue equipment in use and labels for their models. Use ICT to present images and text in the display as required. Encourage pupils to practice their speaking and performance pieces. Invite VIPs to your class 'Rescue Demonstration'. In front of their audience encourage pupils to demonstrate their models of rescue equipment in action against a backdrop of ‘Before and After Trengrouse’ mimed dramas and eyewitness accounts. 
· make a model of a rescue inventions

· demonstrate their models in action

· perform mime or eyewitness accounts to an audience
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Further information:

This unit was originally devised by Will Coleman and Jackie Kennard. It was piloted in Bude Infants School and Boskenwyn School. Thanks to Jackie Kennard, Drew Corser and Penny MacBeth.

Museums:

National Maritime Museum Cornwall, Discovery Quay, Falmouth, TR11 3QY or stuartslade@nmmc.co.uk Tel; 01326 214 532

Bude Museum, The Wharf, Bude. Tel: 01288 353576 

Helston Folk Museum, Market Place, Helston, Tel: 01326 564027

Perranzabuloe Museum and Library, St Piran’s Road, Perranporth, Tel: 01872 572590

Charlestown Shipwreck and Heritage Centre, Quay Rd, Charlestown, St Austell, Tel: 01726 69897

Websites

www.rnli.org.uk features images, news and an education site with resources for pupils of all ages 

www.mcga.gov.uk contains information about wreck sites and search and rescue response teams

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/sw/sw_forecast_weather.html contains daily forecast updates if the shipping forecast proves difficult to listen to in a classroom environment.

Organisations:

HM Coastguard, Falmouth (depending on staff availability) send response team personnel into schools to carry out 'playground rescues' and give talks on coastal safety. To find out more contact James Instance Tel: 01326 310802

Books:

Cornish Sea Stories by Sheila Bird, Countryside Books, Newbury, 1994  ISBN 1 85306 281 2

Cornish Shipwrecks by R Larn and R Carter, David and Charles, Newton Abbott

The Cita Shipwreck and Marine by R Larn and D McBride, Charlestown, 1997 ISBN 0 9523971 1 0

Wreck and Rescue around the Cornish Coast 1- The story of the north coast life by Noall, C and Farr, G 
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Expectations at the end of this unit�
�



most children will:�
some children will not have made so much progress and will:�
some children will have progressed further and will:�
�
be able to place shipwrecks on a class time line; be able to identify a map of the Cornish coast; know why shipwrecks happen and become familiar with some of the means of rescue that people have devised; understand what information about shipwrecks contemporary pictures and


accounts can provide; recount their own eyewitness accounts; understand the role of weather in changing conditions at sea; have explored the differences between rescue clothing today and in the past; design, draw and label their own rescue outfit; make a model of rescue equipment; communicate their understanding in a variety of ways; perform in front of an audience.


�
recognise that some wrecks happened a long


time ago; sequence some of the events of


the wreck and rescue attempt, select some


relevant information from pictures of


shipwrecks; know some differences between rescue methods or equipment today and in the past; create a drawing and model of a simple rescue device; participate in a whole class performance.�
show an understanding of the dangers and


difficulties of sailing ships off a rocky coast


without modern equipment; show


understanding of the strengths and


weaknesses of eyewitness accounts; use


sources such as objects, pictures,


photographs, newspapers and books to


imagine what it was like to experience or


observe a wreck or a rescue; locate events on a time line; locate places on a map with assistance; make a weather forecast and record information to test their predictions; participate in devising and carrying out a simple experiment to investigate differences in rescue clothing today and in the past; design, make and demonstrate a model of rescue equipment; participate in devising a performance for an audience; speak clearly in front of an audience. �
�
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You may photocopy this sheet                                                  originally by Will Coleman and Jackie Kennard
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