Lost Your Tongue

Was Dolly Pentreath the last speaker of the Cornish Language?


Collaborative Curriculum

KS2

Introduction

About the unit

In this unit pupils debate and decide whether they think Dolly was the last speaker of the Cornish Language. They find out about the Cornish Language through the story of Dolly Pentreath. Pupils develop their ability to use written and pictorial sources, ask and answer questions and identify historical changes. They learn to introduce themselves, to greet others in Cornish and begin to use the simple language of classroom interaction. In this unit pupils learn traditional and contemporary Cornish songs and dances. They look at the characteristics, origins and uses of singing games and songs for dancing to. They consolidate their sense of pulse and ability to perform with others.

Where the unit fits in 

Subject Area

Breadth of study





































Prior learning

It is helpful if the children have had prior knowledge of:

· concepts of belonging and community

· understanding and drawing simple maps

· using a range of percussion instruments

Vocabulary

In this unit, children will have opportunities to use words related to:

• Citizenship: e.g. identity, community, environment.

• Geography: e.g. map, route, destination, variety of place names in Cornwall and Australia

• Art: e.g. symbols; lines, pattern, texture, colour, signs, viewpoints; aerial, birds-eye view, as the crow flies

• Music; dynamics, e.g. loud, quiet, louder, quieter how sounds are produced, e.g. shake, scrape, hit, classroom instruments, e.g. triangle, maraca, guiro
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Resources

Activities

A01 Introducing Spoken Cornish

A02 Dance Instructions

Texts

T01 Mr Daines Barrington Meets Dolly Pentreath

T02 Cornish Timeline

T03 Fishjowsters Activities

T04 Fishjowsters Lifestyle

T05a Dr Borlase's Account

T05b Mr Price Meets Dolly

T05c Dolly and the Deserter

T06 Cornish Placenames

T07a Modern Cornish Vocabulary

T07b Unified Cornish Vocabulary

T07c Kemmyn Cornish Vocabulary

T08 Cornish Songs

T09a Ow Skyber yu Leskes

T09b Edn Bulhorn

T09c John Jago

T09d Harvey Darvey

T09e Tregajorran Furry

T09f Bolingey Furry

T09g Bodmin Riding

T10 Coth Doth Pentreath

T11 William Bodinar's Letter

T12 William Bodinar Transcription

T13 Mattias Wallis Testimony

T14 Handbook of the Cornish Language

Pictures

P01a-d Portraits of Dolly

P02 C18th Map of Cornwall

P03 Newlyn Artist Paintings

P04 Memorial to Dolly

P05 Memorial to John Davey

 Audio-visual

A01a
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Opportunities for learning include:
Possible teaching activities
Learning outcomes: children
Points to note

· that people from Cornwall have been involved in an exciting event from the past

· that communities remember the achievements of figures from the past


Who was Dolly Pentreath?

Explain to the class that we are going to find out about someone who lived a long time ago. In pairs/groups, give pupils P01a-d Portraits of Dolly. Ask pupils; what questions can we ask about this person? Record and save these questions for later. Tell pupils that the pictures are all supposed to be of the same person named Dolly Pentreath, who is often said to be the last person able to speak the Cornish language. Challenge pupils to participate in a debate about whether they think Dolly was the last speaker of the Cornish language or not. Identify some of the questions the class will need to investigate before the debate at the end of the unit of work. Read T01 Mr Daines Barrington meets Dolly Pentreath to the class. Help pupils locate the 18th century on a class time line like T02 Cornish Timeline. Help the class to locate Mousehole and the whereabouts of their own homes on P02 18th Century Map of Cornwall. 
· locate the C18th on a timeline

· locate Mousehole on a map


Traditional Cornish Costume

(including fish-wives); for

further information, resources

and school visits contact;

Cornish Dance Society,

Alison Davey, Meneghjy,

Withiel, Bodmin, Tel (01208)

831642

Ros Keltek contact:

Rob Hogg, 15 Lamorran

Drive, Camborne 01209

716388



 to know that

the boatmen

belonged to a

community

• to know some of

the roles people

had in their

community
What did Dolly do all day?

Allow the class time to browse, explore and raise questions about P03a-f Newlyn Artist Paintings featuring the people and places involved in pilchard industry in Mousehole and Newlyn. Cut up T03 Fishjowsters' Activities, creating a set of cards. Mix up the cards and give each group a set featuring activities that a fishjowster may or may not be expected to do. Ask pupils to sort the activities into the two categories. Ask the class to feedback their decisions and discuss the lifestyle of a Cornish fishjowster. Read the T04 Fishjowsters' Lifestyle to the class. Visit Mousehole and look for places where Dolly may have lived and worked.
· identify the tasks performed by a fishjowster


A visit to Mousehole may be combined with a visit to Newlyn Fish Market. Contact Sarah Henshall at the Cornwall Fisheries Resource Centre for more details at www.cfrc.org.uk


What else do we know about Dolly?

Return to the questions raised about the portraits. Read the text extracts of T05a Dr Borlase's Account of Dolly, T05b Mr Price meets Dolly and T05c Dolly and the Deserter. Give copies of these texts to the class and ask them to underline the key descriptive words. Collect these words and ask pupils to decide whether each portrait suggests these attributes. Reveal which portraits were made during Dolly’s lifetime and which are later, conjectural portraits. Challenge pupils to create their own conjectural portrait of Dolly Pentreath drawing on their their learning about her character and lifestyle.


· create their own conjectural portrait of Dolly Pentreath



What Cornish words do we use everyday?

Display List 1 using T06 Cornish Place Names. Explain that each name has two parts. Ask pupils to see if they can split the word in the right place. Use List 2 to identify the place name meanings and ask pupils to add pictures to flashcards of place name elements. Ask pupils to combine different flashcards to find meanings for further place names as in List 3. Challenge the class to invent place names suitable for places described in English such as List 4. Use a local map and place name dictionary to explore the meanings of place names near the school. Invite a Cornish speaker in to talk to the class about Cornish and in Cornish. Use A01 Introducing Spoken Cornish, Speaking Cornish and T07a Modern Cornish, T07b Unified Cornish and T07c Kemmyn Cornish to help pupils use some of the phrases that Dolly might have used. 
· invent Cornish place names

· learn some of the phrases that Dolly may have spoken
In two-part place names, the

first usually defines the type

of place, whilst the remainder

generally tells us something

about it – what it is like, or

even the name of someone

who lived there long,long

ago.

When inventing place names

be aware that many

variations are possible; eg

Trevean, Trebean, Trebyan.

At a later date children may

learn about the way certain

sounds mutate.

Recommended Texts include;

Weatherhill, Craig (1995)

‘Cornish Place Names and

Language’ ISBN 1-85058-

462-1

Padel, O.J (1988) ‘A Popular

Dictionary of Cornish Place

Names’


What Cornish songs can we sing?

Play pupils recordings of T08 Cornish Songs and teach pupils a simple one like AV11 An Hauz Looez Coth or AV12 Ha Mi A Moaz En Goon Laze. Identify short phrases within the complete song and repeat until confident with rhythm and pronunciation of words. Sing short phrases together to create complete song. Ask pupils; can you clap to the basic pulse of the song? Distinguish between the ‘pulse’ and the ‘rhythm’. Use untuned percussion to play the pulse and the rhythm along to the songs. Choose a short phrase from the song, e.g. dro dowr, or gleab ew an gewar and clap out the rhythm of its syllables. Create rhythmic ostinati by repeatedly clapping/playing this phrase. Organise pupils in three groups to accompany the song: one to play the pulse, another the rhythm, and the third a rhythmic ostinato based on one line. Listen to the accompaniment first with, then without the singing. Work together as a class to identify the main features of the song they have learnt and ask pupils; can you describe the song? Is it fast/slow? How often does the tune repeat? Are there rhymes in the song? Is it long/short?

Ask pupils; are the features we have identified e.g. repetition, rhyme, length are present in of different sorts of songs? Play a range of other tracks to the class and help pupil to use the features that they identify to sort the songs into categories such as a round  like AV13 Ow Skyber Yw Leskys; a counting song like AV14 Un Den Eth Rag Trehy; an adaptation of a traditional song like the snail racing songs AV15 Edn Bulhorn and  AV16 John Jago; an action song like AV17 Kan Gwrians; a children’s playground song like AV18 Harvey Darvey and a processional dance tune like AV19 Helston Furry. 
· learn a Cornish song

· accompany a Cornish song with percussive accompaniment

· identify different types of song



What Cornish dances can we learn? 

Use A02 Dance Instructions and T09a-g Music. Dance Tunes to teach pupils three different dances.  Sing the words to the songs whilst dancing. Choose a song with a strong pulse and ask two or three children to create actions e.g. claps and skips to the song. Ask the rest of the children to clap/tap along with them. Try again but at a faster tempo to see if all the clappers/skippers can keep up. Try at a slower speed. Ask pupils; how does the tempo affect the children making the actions? How is the tempo or speed of melodies adapted to match the lyrics? Ask pupils; which Cornish songs and dances do you like best? Why? How do we learn them? Does anyone else in the family know them? How did they originate?
· learn a Cornish dance



Was Dolly the last Cornish speaker?

Ask the class about the two women in Mr Barrington’s story. Ask pupils; could they understand what Dolly was saying? Read T10 Coth Dolly Pentreath to the class and show pupils the English and Cornish versions. Show pupils P04 Memorial to Dolly and help pupils to locate Dolly's death on the class time line. Play AV24 William Bodinar’s Letter to the class. Show pupils T11 Letter by William Bodinar and give them a chance to try to decipher it. Give T12 Typed Letter for pupils to compare with the facsimile. Ask the class to work in small groups and build two still-life ‘tableaux’ building on ideas from the letter, the first showing Bodinar as a young boy at sea with his father and crew and the second showing Bodinar as an old man in the village with the handful of Cornish speakers left. Next ‘hotseat’ Bodinar by interviewing a child in role, asking questions like; What do you remember was the best thing about going to sea when you were young? What do you think about the young people in the village? Locate William Bodinar’s death in 1789 on the class time line and identify as later than Dolly’s. Read T13 Matthias Wallis’ Testimony to the class. Help pupils to locate 1859 and 1844 on the class time line. Show pupils the photo of P05 Memorial to John Davey and help them to locate Zennor on the map and 1891 on the class time line. Show T14 Handbook of the Cornish Language to the class and help pupils to locate 1903 on class time line. Work together as a class to find out about and add other contemporary/recent examples of events or books of significance to the Cornish language. In pairs/groups, discuss whether we agree or disagree with the statements such as; ‘Dolly Pentreath was the last Cornish speaker’, ‘Dolly Pentreath may have been the last person to grow up speaking ONLY Cornish’, ‘The last Cornish speaker is yet to be born.’  Stage a formal debate with the class asking; was Dolly the last Cornish speaker? Encourage pupils to vote after a whole class discussion. Ask small groups of children to choose a favourite Cornish phrase or group of words they don’t even have to make sense!). Use the phrase repeatedly to make up a rhythmic composition or rap. Include percussion, instruments, body percussion, actions etc. Arrange the contributions from various groups in sequence or together to create a whole class hubbadillia!


· participate in a debate

· vote on whether they think Dolly was/was not the last speaker of the Cornish language

· take part in a hubbadillia 


Lost Your Tongue
Collaborative Curriculum

KS2

Further information:

This unit was originally piloted in Penzance Junior School and Alverton Community Primary School.

Thanks to Kath Matthews, Emma Vyvyan, Frances Bennet and Pol Hodge.

Cornish Language;

Cornish Language Partnership, Cornwall County Council, Dalvenie House County Hall, Truro TR1 3AY

Agan Tavas (Cornish Language Organisation) Gordon Villa, Sunnyvale Road, Portreath, Redruth, TR1 4NE

Pol Hodge, poet and translator, Fentenwynn, Grampound Rd

Cornish Music and Dance;

Cornish Dance Society, Alison Davey, Meneghjy, Withiel, Bodmin, Tel (01208) 831642

‘Corrollyn’ (Cornish Dance Pack for schools), Peggy Morris Worthyvale House, Penhallow, Truro. Tel (01872) 553413

Cumpas (Cornish music, dance and language) 24 Valley Close, Newbridge, Truro, TR1 3UN. Tel (01872) 275058 email: sfbennett@aol.com

Fooch! (Book and CD of Cornish Tunes) Neil Davey, Chy Ambel, Tregajorran, Carn Brea, Redruth TR15 3YX (01209) 219011

Ros Keltek (Cornish Dance Team) also traditional costumes Rob Hogg, 15 Lamorran Drive, Camborne 01209 716388

Lost Your Tongue�
Collaborative Curriculum


KS2�
�
Expectations at the end of this unit�
�



most children will:�
some children will not have made so much progress and will:�
some children will have progressed further and will:�
�
know that they belong to different groups and


communities; start to see how we are all


connected with other countries in the world


and develop skills of empathy and learn to


respect diversity.


They will become familiar with a range of


places in Cornwall and Australia and


appreciate similarities and differences


between places.


They explore ideas about journeys, collect


information about signs and symbols for their


work and investigate lines, shapes, colours


and textures to produce work on the theme of


journeys. They combine a variety of painting


techniques to enhance their work, comment


on ideas, methods and approaches used in


their own and others’ work; adapt and


improve their work.


They identify and control a variety of sounds


on musical instruments with confidence;


perform with others; take account of musical


instructions.


�
talk about themselves as individuals and as


members of communities, including family,


class and school. They begin to understand


that people in different places are connected


with each other.


They will have a more limited knowledge of


places in Cornwall and Australia, and use a 


more limited range of resources.


They will use signs and symbols in their


work; combine lines, shapes, colours and


textures to create simple patterns; use basic


art vocabulary to explain their ideas and


work.


They identify ways in which sounds are made


and changed, and follow instructions.


�
recognise that they have their own identities,


and that these are related to their


membership of different groups and


communities. They develop skills of empathy


and learn to respect diversity. They find out


and communicate what it is like to live in a


different place.


They understand that people around the


world are connected, and that communities in


different places and countries are


interdependent. They understand ways in


which Cornwall and the world are


interconnected and that places change over


time.


They research a range of signs and symbols;


explore methods and approaches. They


make a personal choice about the shape or


format of their work and materials and


techniques used. They begin to discuss how


to adapt and improve their work.


They suggest how different sounds can be


organised; make improvements to their own


work; direct others.


�
�
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You may photocopy this sheet                                                  originally written by Will Coleman and Frances Bennett
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